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Kidôs Christmas: Tommy Nguyen getting his face painted at last yearôs Newleaf Christmas celebration (left) while others 
kids enjoy ópin the red nose on the reindeerô and getting temporary tattoos. 

Newleaf gets festive as Christmas nears  
With Christmas just around the corner the festive 

excitement is building in the community. In keeping with 

tradition, Newleaf Communities will be holding its annual 

Christmas event and we invite everyone to come along. 

This event will be fun for young and old, with games and 

activities held throughout the day, live entertainment, a 

free lunch and a visit from Santa. Make sure you keep an 

eye out for more information in the mail. 
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Newleaf development update: Stage 1 complete  

Stage 1 ï The sale of 52 
private dwellings have 
now settled with a further 
four due to complete in 
November. These 52 are 
all now occupied along 
with the 39 community 
dwellings and is it very 
encouraging to see the 
first residents settling well 
into their new homes. We 

have recently established 
a property management 
company to provide a 
consistent level of 
management service to 
private investors who have 
leased their new homes . 
Our team is working 
closely with St George 
Community Housing to 
ensure that, across the 

new development, levels 
of property and landscape 
maintenance are equal so 
that all new properties 
present well with tenants 
and owners alike taking 
proud care of their new 
homes and environment. 
A further two display 
homes will be opened in 
late October opposite the 
new park, Tarlington 
Reserve. The landscaping 
to the park is maturing well 
and with daylight saving, 
we should see the whole 
community making great 
use of this facility. A 
development application is 
in preparation for the 
amenities building 
(changing rooms) to 
Tarlington Reserve.  

 

Stage 2 - Private sales 
have progressed well 
since being launched in 
April. Construction work is 
due to commence early 
November. Demolition and 

ground preparation has 
already been completed 
and the Stage 2 area is 
looking ready for the new 
home construction works. 
Sales have been assisted 
by the NSW governmentôs 
suspension of Stamp Duty 
for off the plan sales. 
Along with the inclusions 
that are part of the 
Newleaf specification, 
these new homes offer 
great value for purchasers 
compared to competing 
house and land packages 
in nearby locations. All this 
helps to make Newleaf the 
place of choice where 
people want to live in 
South West Sydney. 

 

Stage 3 ï Demolition is 
commenced in November 
for the first precinct 
fronting Edensor Road, 
with the remaining 
properties to be 
demolished in January 
and February 2011. 

Whatôs happening at Cabrogal? 
 
Cabrogal Cottage has been very busy the past few months with 
events and activities running almost every day! Weôve had lots of 
people coming in to book in their places for the community outing 
and ask about our school holiday programs for kids. Newleaf 
Communities is also getting festive this season and planning an end 
of year Christmas celebration, so keep an eye out for that! 
 
In the mean time, come down to Cabrogal and join one or more of 
the great community activities that are run regularly, including a 
creative card making class on Mondays, a knitting group and a 
guitar tutoring class on Wednesdays and a homework help class for 
kids after school on Thursdays. Cabrogal also has a computer 
tutoring class held on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday mornings 
for those interested in developing their computer skills. For more 
information on these classes and many more, check out your 
Bonnyrigg Community Calendar Term 4 or give us a call on 9610 
0275. 
 
Until next time, everyone at Cabrogal Cottage would like to wish you 
a very Merry Christmas, and a Happy New Year! 
 
Crystal Huynh, Community Engagement Coordinator 

Stage 1: A two storey detached home. 

Fairfield No Interest 
Loan Scheme 
 
The Aim of the Fairfield No Interest Loan 
Scheme (NILS) is to provide interest free 
loans to people on low incomes living in 
the Fairfield Local Government Area.  
 
The Scheme provides loans up to $1200 
for the purchase of essential household 
items such as fridges, washing machines, 
heaters, or medical equipment. The 
Scheme can also provide loans for certain 
emergencies such as funerals. The 
Scheme is not a hand out and does not 
provide loans for things such as rent or 
general expenses, neither does it 
provides loans for debt consolidation. 
 
For more information or to see if you are 
eligible, please contact Mathew Dillon at  
Parks Community Network on 9609 7400 
from MondayðThursday 9.00am to 
4:30pm. 
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Fun in the mud: Kids enjoy 
a round in the mini jeeps, 
while others lined for their 
favourite balloon animals.  

Live performances on the 
day included Koryo Martial 
Arts kids demonstrating their 
skills on stage (below). 

Bonnyrigg Family Fun 

Day success  
 

Families from all around Fairfield braved the rainy 
weather and muddy grounds for Bonnyrigg Family Fun 
Day held at Tarlington Reserve on Saturday, 4

th
 of 

September.  

 

Marking the completion of Stage 1, the community was 
entertained with live performances, free rides, art and 
craft,  information stalls and a community BBQ run by the 
Menôs Shed and cultural food provided by the Newleaf 
Community Kitchen. The day was a huge success with 
approximately 800 people attending.  

 

Organisers of the event, local residents Brian Waights 
and Karen Hall, Crystal Huynh from Newleaf 
Communities and Monique Cannon from Benevolent 
Society - Brighter Futures were pleased with the turn out.  

 

ñInitially we were setting up in the rain, thinking no one 
would turn up, but it was great to see families come and 
join in on the fun and activities,ò Crystal said. 

 

ñEven though people were making their way through the 
mud all day, no one seemed to mind. Everyone was 
smiling and too busy having fun.ò 

 

Supported by local community service organisations 
involved with the Bonnyrigg Network, Bonnyrigg Family 
Fun Day was a great day out for all ages. 
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Local Bonnyrigg residents clean up Tarlington Reserve 

The Bonnyrigg Safety Committee, 
established to improve the safety 
and security of the community living 
in Bonnyrigg, organised a 
community clean-up of Tarlington 

Reserve on Saturday, October 8 to 
ensure that the new park would 
continue to be a welcoming place for 
all to visit. In total, four full sacks of 
rubbish were picked up by the 
volunteers.  

 

Michele Curry, a resident of Stage 1, 
was proud at the amount of rubbish 
collected by the volunteers and how 
everyone pulled together to clean-up 
the community facilities to make the 
place safer for kids. 

 

ñWe need to look after our 
community and our kids. Itôs 
important that they have a safe 
place to play,ò said Michele. 

ñWe donôt want our kids playing near 
broken bottles and flattened cans 
which are sharp and could hurt 
them. Think of others and put your 
rubbish in the bins, or take it with 
you.ò 

 

Keeping Bonnyrigg clean is an 
important part of ensuring a safe and 
friendly neighbourhood. If youôd like 
to join this enthusiastic group of local 
residents call Sarithya on 9610 0275 
or drop into Cabrogal Cottage at 1 
Kennedy Way, Bonnyrigg. 

A Crime Prevention Officer from 
Fairfield Police also attends 
meetings.  

Tarlington Reserve had a much 
needed clean up thanks to locals. 



Meet your neighbour: Houmphanh Chanthaphavong  
Houmphanh Chanthaphavong, or 
Hara as many know him as, is a 
humble community man who has 
lived in Bonnyrigg for the last 20 
years since his arrival in late 1980 
from Thailand, where he lived for five 
months in a camp after leaving his 
homeland of Laos.  
 
Following in his fatherôs footsteps, he 
starting his working life as a Lao 
language teacher in 1965 and says 
that he has never regretted it. 
 
ñI taught in the poor areas in Laos 
where the housesô roofs were made 
out of bamboo and hay. My students 
were young adults - about 17 years 
old and they had never been to 
school before,ò Hara explains of his 
early teaching days. 
 
ñWe had three class levels and at the 
end of the third class they could read 
and write. It was like what you would 
learn in primary school.ò 

For Hara, the best part about 
teaching was tackling illiteracy in 
remote areas and trying to give 
people who wouldnôt otherwise have 
access an education.  
 
ñI feel very proud to be able to help 
those disadvantaged,ò he said. 
 
Today Hara enjoys the quiet life with 
his family, spending much of his 
watching his favourite TV shows, 
reading Thai and Lao cook books 
and volunteering at Newleaf. 
 
ñI have never thought of leaving 
Bonnyrigg. I am settled here,ò Hara 
replies when asked how he feels 
about Bonnyrigg. 
 
ñIt is so convenient here; close to the 
shops and close to transport. I also 
have friends living around the area 
and even though I have no car, I can 
still walk to see them.ò  

A loyal resident:  Hara has lived in 
Bonnyrigg for 20 years and has 
never thought of leaving. 

I have lived in Bonnyrigg for 20 
years. 
My earliest memory is wanting to 
be a guide tour. 
At home I cook Lao and Thai food. 
My favourite is Laab (seasoned meat 
or fish with mint and chili). 
My favourite books are Lao and 
Thai cook books, although my 

grandma taught me the foundations 
of my cooking. 
In my spare time I watch the news 
on TV and listen to music. 
My grandma always told me to be 
a good kid, but more than anything 
else, to be disciplined and helpful.  
The hardest thing Iôve ever had to 
do was leave my family behind in 

Laos. I left the country with my own 
young family. 
My happiest moment was when my 
daughter was born. She was the first 
girl after three boys. I couldnôt 
describe my feelings. I was so 
happy. 
One day Iôd like to live in the same 
house as my four grandchildren. 

Quick Facts  

What are our 
volunteers up to? 

 

Our volunteers attended training on 
during August 2010 at the Area 
Multicultural Heath Unit, 
Cumberland hospital, on "Identifying 
& Responding to Children & Young 
People at Risk" - a child protection 
training provided by the Sydney 
West Area Health Service.  

 

If youôre interested in becoming a 
volunteer, drop into Cabrogal 
Cottage at 1 Kennedy Way 
Bonnyrigg or call 9610 0275. 

Bonnyrigg Community Newsletter - Issue 13, December 2010        Page 4 



Bonnyrigg residents spring 
into Tulip Time at Bowral  
The face of Bonnyrigg may be 
changing but the one thing 
that makes it so great remains 
the same ï a sense of 
community spirit. 

 

With Stage 3 of the Bonnyrigg 
housing development now in 
full swing, Newleaf 
Communities invited 120 
members of the community to 
participate in an outing to 
Bowral for the Tulip Time 
festival on Friday, October 1. 

 

As well as giving residents an 
opportunity to break out of 
their daily routines, they were 
also able to meet and 
socialise with other members 
of the community, make new 
friends and have a great time 
in the process. 

 

Bowralôs Tulip Time Festival 
showcases 100,000 tulips and 
25,000 annuals in Corbett 
Gardens and across the 
districtôs parks. 

 

What they said: 

ñBeing able to get out and do 
something that we donôt 
normally have a chance to do 
is great.ò ï Lisa Nguyen 
ñIt was a remarkable day.ò - 
Lien 
ñIt was fantastic. I think this is 
the best outing Iôve ever 
participated in and I think the 
community enjoyed it too.ò ï 
Thuy Tran (Vietnamese 
Community Support Worker) 
ñThe scones (from the country 
womenôs association) were 
beautiful.ò ï Karen Hall 
ñIt was a wonderful community 
outing.ò ï Val 
 

Newleaf Communities hosts 
regular community outings 
and invitations are open to all 
Bonnyrigg residents. 

 

Simply drop into Cabrogal 
Cottage at 1 Kennedy Way 
Bonnyrigg or call 9610 0275 
for more information about our 
community activities and 
upcoming events. 

Patricia and Luis Briones and Manuel and Felisa 
Herrera at the Tulip Time gardens (top). 

Folk dancers put on a show for visitors (below). 

Bonnyrigg Town Centre Park will be host to the first World Exchange Art & 
Crafts Market on Sunday, December 5. These markets give locals with art, 
craft and special culinary skills an opportunity for practical experience, which 
will compliment training in setting up a small business.  

 

With stalls selling everything from craft to baked goods, there is something 
for everyone. Childrenôs activities and a range of events will also be run 
throughout the day. Make sure you come down and join in on the fun! 

 

The Bonnyrigg World Exchange Art & Craft Market will be held at Bonnyrigg 
Town Centre Park (entry via Smithfield Road, Bonnyrigg) on Sunday 
December 5, from 10amð6pm. 

 

This project is proudly sponsored by St John's Park Bowling Club and 
supported by the Bonnyrigg Town Centre Committee. For further information 
please contact Pamela Rivera or Anita Winter on 9725 0271. 

Got a story?  

We want to hear 
from you. 
 

If you have something youôd like to 
share or would like to see featured 
in the Community Newsletter we 
would love to hear from you. 

 

We also appreciate any feedback 
regarding the Newsletter, or our 
services in general. 

 

Please contact us at the Newleaf  
office on 1300 137 265, drop in or 
email us at 
info@newleafcommunities.com.au.  
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World Exchange Art & Crafts 
Marketð Sunday, December 5  



Get Involved!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Gardening Classes at Cabrogal Cottage  
 
A group of local residents have been attending a free 
weekly gardening class organised by Newleaf 
Communities delivered in partnership with TAFE 
Outreach.  
 
The group work together each week to look after the 
shared community garden at Cabrogal cottage and 
improve their knowledge and skills in the garden.  
 
In order to develop the groupôs skills before starting the 
community garden, the students visited a community 
garden in Bidwill, Richmond to see how it was done.  

 

Floristry Classes at Bonnyrigg Youth 
Centre  
 

Local women took advantage of a free floristry skills 
course at Bonnyrigg Youth Centre organised by 
Newleaf Communities, in partnership with Wetherill 
Park TAFE Outreach.  
 
Many individuals who attended the course said it was a 
great course to have on offer at Bonnyrigg.  
 
ñThis is the most successful group I have ever taught,ò 
commented the teacher who runs the class.  

Green Wings works its magic on Bonnyrigg  
The Green Wings team have 
busy in Bonnyrigg with a range 
of projects happening in the 
past few months, including the 
Priddle and Cowdrey Way 
fence project. 

 

The fence work at Priddle and 
Cowdrey Way, due to be 
completed by the end of the 
year, will reverse the Radburn 
home designs by constructing 
new back fences and lowering 
front fences. This will improve 
surveillance and security of the 
area.  

 

The new back fences will also 
result in a new private space 
for parents to garden and kids 
to play in the comfort of their 
own home. 

 

 

For more information on Green 
Wings and their services 
including lawn mowing, 
gardening and landscaping, 
home upgrades and cleaning, 
please call Memee at Newleaf 
Communities on 1300 137 265 
or drop into the office at 
Bonnyrigg Plaza from Monday 
to Friday between 9.00amð
5:00pm.  

The Green Wings 
team hard at 
work putting up 
the new back 
fences at Priddle 
and Cowdrey 
Way. 
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Special Note: 

 

Newleaf Communities and 
Green Wings would like to 
thank you for your patience 
and apologises for any delay 
in some lawn mowing 
services.  We have since 
increased our staffing to meet 
the demands of the community 
and hope to provide an 
affordable and reliable service. 


